                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Morning Prayer on the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
Sunday 16th August 2026 at 9.30 (call in from 9.15) 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85649430168?pwd=QzFzNytXM01TQTc5cTROaHc2aElvZz09
Meeting ID: 856 4943 0168
Passcode: 336782
Telephone instructions:
* Dial: 0131 460 1196

* You are then welcomed to Zoom and asked to type in the meeting ID ie. 856 4943 0168

* If the next instruction is to add your personal ID just press # to ignore

* When passcode requested type numbers i.e. 336782 plus #.

* At this point you should be admitted to the call.[image: Dove with solid fill] 

Preparation
O Lord, open our lips
All	and our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Welcome in the name of Christ.
God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you
and also with you.

This is the day that the Lord has made.  
All	Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
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Come let’s worship God
from the very heart of our being.
Let us be open and respond to him,
with all we are,
and all we hope to be
.Amen.


An invitation to penitence

You call us out of darkness to live in your marvellous light.
Let us say sorry to God for all the times
We have failed to live in the light of Christ.

A prayer of confession
	Father, life is far from easy at times.
	We can experience pain in various forms -
	through humiliation, rejection, or prejudice.
	Words can be like arrows piercing the heart.
	Actions can inflict wounds that can fester.
	Father, you offer everyone forgiveness.
	Please help us to forgive others.
	It can feel hard to forgive those who hurt us,
	but you can lead us in the process.
	Help us also to forgive ourselves,
	when we have been the ones inflicting pain.
	Forgive us. Cleanse us. Draw us closer.
	Give us healthy hearts and minds
	that reflect you in all we say and do. Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
	Jesus, you came in love,
	showering us with goodness despite our wrongdoing.
	You shed your blood to atone for our sins
	and reconciled us to the Father.
	Through your loving grace and mercy,
	you freely bless us with forgiveness.
	Amen.
									The Word of God

 First reading 	Genesis 45: 1-15
45 Joseph could stand it no longer. There were many people in the room, and he said to his attendants, “Out, all of you!” So he was alone with his brothers when he told them who he was. 2 Then he broke down and wept. He wept so loudly the Egyptians could hear him, and word of it quickly carried to Pharaoh’s palace.
3 “I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front of them. 4 “Please, come closer,” he said to them. So they came closer. And he said again, “I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. 5 But don’t be upset, and don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me here ahead of you to preserve your lives. 6 This famine that has ravaged the land for two years will last five more years, and there will be neither ploughing nor harvesting. 7 God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve many survivors. 8 So it was God who sent me here, not you! And he is the one who made me an adviser[b] to Pharaoh—the manager of his entire palace and the governor of all Egypt.
9 “Now hurry back to my father and tell him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me master over all the land of Egypt. So come down to me immediately! 10 You can live in the region of Goshen, where you can be near me with all your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and everything you own. 11 I will take care of you there, for there are still five years of famine ahead of us. Otherwise you, your household, and all your animals will starve.’”
12 Then Joseph added, “Look! You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that I really am Joseph! 13 Go tell my father of my honoured position here in Egypt. Describe for him everything you have seen, and then bring my father here quickly.” 14 Weeping with joy, he embraced Benjamin, and Benjamin did the same. 15 Then Joseph kissed each of his brothers and wept over them, and after that they began talking freely with him.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
	Thanks be to God. 


Psalm 133
How wonderful and pleasant it is
    when brothers live together in harmony!
2 For harmony is as precious as the anointing oil
    that was poured over Aaron’s head,
    that ran down his beard
    and onto the border of his robe.
3 Harmony is as refreshing as the dew from Mount Hermon
    that falls on the mountains of Zion.
And there the LORD has pronounced his blessing,
    even life everlasting.

	Glory to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
	as it was in the beginning is now
	and shall be for ever. Amen.


Second Reading	Matthew 15: (10-20) 21-28
10 Then Jesus called to the crowd to come and hear. “Listen,” he said, “and try to understand. 11 It’s not what goes into your mouth that defiles you; you are defiled by the words that come out of your mouth.”
12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you realize you offended the Pharisees by what you just said?”
13 Jesus replied, “Every plant not planted by my heavenly Father will be uprooted, 14 so ignore them. They are blind guides leading the blind, and if one blind person guides another, they will both fall into a ditch.”
15 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Explain to us the parable that says people aren’t defiled by what they eat.”
16 “Don’t you understand yet?” Jesus asked. 17 “Anything you eat passes through the stomach and then goes into the sewer. 18 But the words you speak come from the heart—that’s what defiles you. 19 For from the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, all sexual immorality, theft, lying, and slander. 20 These are what defile you. Eating with unwashed hands will never defile you.”
21 Then Jesus left Galilee and went north to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 22 A Gentile[e] woman who lived there came to him, pleading, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! For my daughter is possessed by a demon that torments her severely.”
23 But Jesus gave her no reply, not even a word. Then his disciples urged him to send her away. “Tell her to go away,” they said. “She is bothering us with all her begging.”
24 Then Jesus said to the woman, “I was sent only to help God’s lost sheep—the people of Israel.”
25 But she came and worshiped him, pleading again, “Lord, help me!”
26 Jesus responded, “It isn’t right to take food from the children and throw it to the dogs.”
27 She replied, “That’s true, Lord, but even dogs are allowed to eat the scraps that fall beneath their masters’ table.”
28 “Dear woman,” Jesus said to her, “your faith is great. Your request is granted.” And her daughter was instantly healed.
	This is the word of the Lord. 
All	Thanks be to God. 


We pause to reflect on the readings before turning to prayer.
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Intercessions
God of peace,
we pray from the heart for those impacted so terribly by violence and conflict...
those places that make the headlines and those that are forgotten...
remembering especially children traumatised by all they have seen and all they have lost.
We pray for those who are displaced because of civil war
and we remember especially the people of Sudan in their desperation and their suffering...
The news reports numbers but you Lord know each person's name and the hopes of their hearts.
Loving God, hear our prayer.
God of all creation,
we pray from the heart for those impacted by severe weather and ongoing drought...
for the people of China and Colombia, for those across Europe and Canada whose lives have been devastated by wildfires, for farmers in this country and the firefighters risking their lives day after day...
Loving God, hear our prayer.
God of the young and the old,
we pray from the heart for those waiting for exam results,
for those who will be delighted and are confident about their next steps
and those who will be devastated and feel lost...
We pray for all young people struggling to find their place in the world...
and we pray for those who feel their life is slipping away...
for those who are forgotten now they are older,
for those who have lost their independence...
and for those struggling to come to terms with diminishing mobility and declining health...
Loving God, hear our prayer.
Finally we pray from the heart for our own families, our friends and all those we worship alongside and pray with and for...Prayer List
We pray for our companion animals and the natural world that enriches and inspires us...
We pray for those who guide and shape our daily lives...
and for those with the responsibility of shaping the life of our church, and our nation...
We pray for those we encounter in shops and in our local communities...
and for those who have no-one to pray for them by name.
Loving God, hear our prayer
and may the hearts of all we have prayed for be touched by
joy, hope and courage
in Jesus' name, Amen.

The Collect for the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity.
God of glory,
the end of our searching,
help us to lay aside
all that prevents us from seeking your kingdom,
and to give all that we have
to gain the pearl beyond all price,
through our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen



The Lord’s Prayer
Trusting in the compassion of God,
as our Saviour taught us, so we pray

All	Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Blessing
May God, who loves you and has chosen you,
Strengthen you to live as God’s holy people.
Jesus, you call us to follow.
And the blessing …….

Let us continue to hold before God
the things we care about deeply,
asking for his Spirit’s wisdom and guidance
as we act and respond
with generosity and love
Amen.	
	 
 © The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England, 2000-2005 
Official Common Worship apps, books and eBooks are available from Church House Publishing. 
The Bible readings are from The New Revised Standard Version Anglicized Edition, 
copyright 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the
 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.


What’s on ….
Prayer Breakfast at The Rectory
Steph will be holding a Prayer Breakfast at The Rectory on Saturday 15th August at 9.30am.

Prayer Chain
The Exe Valley Mission Community are starting a telephone prayer chain. If you like to be included for prayer or know someone who would like to be included, please contact the church office on 07733949295. Only first initials will be used on the prayer chain to ensure total confidentiality. 



Contacting Church Office.
[bookmark: _Hlk158368051]Email: office@exevalleymissioncommunity.org   
Tel: Dawn on 07733949295
Giving
Giving to the Exe Valley Mission Community
If you would like to make a contribution to the work of The Exe Valley Mission Community please make a gift using the Exe Valley Group of Churches BACS details. Please use the reference EVMC Services.
Account Name: Exe Valley Group of Churches
Sort Code: 60-21-27
Account No: 54731690
Cheques should be made payable to: 'Exe Valley Group of Churches'
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