Reflection on Genesis 45:1-15 – From the heart
Begin with an opening prayer
Loving Lord, we come to you today
with open hands and hearts,
minds and ears,
to receive all you have for us.
We come in love,
we come just as we are,
we come in anticipation.
Meet with us, we pray.
Amen.
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Joseph Reveals His Identity
45 Joseph could stand it no longer. There were many people in the room, and he said to his attendants, “Out, all of you!” So he was alone with his brothers when he told them who he was. 2 Then he broke down and wept. He wept so loudly the Egyptians could hear him, and word of it quickly carried to Pharaoh’s palace.
3 “I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers. “Is my father still alive?” But his brothers were speechless! They were stunned to realize that Joseph was standing there in front of them. 4 “Please, come closer,” he said to them. So they came closer. And he said again, “I am Joseph, your brother, whom you sold into slavery in Egypt. 5 But don’t be upset, and don’t be angry with yourselves for selling me to this place. It was God who sent me here ahead of you to preserve your lives. 6 This famine that has ravaged the land for two years will last five more years, and there will be neither ploughing nor harvesting. 7 God has sent me ahead of you to keep you and your families alive and to preserve many survivors. 8 So it was God who sent me here, not you! And he is the one who made me an adviser to Pharaoh—the manager of his entire palace and the governor of all Egypt.
9 “Now hurry back to my father and tell him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me master over all the land of Egypt. So come down to me immediately! 10 You can live in the region of Goshen, where you can be near me with all your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and everything you own. 11 I will take care of you there, for there are still five years of famine ahead of us. Otherwise you, your household, and all your animals will starve.’”
12 Then Joseph added, “Look! You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that I really am Joseph! 13 Go tell my father of my honoured position here in Egypt. Describe for him everything you have seen and then bring my father here quickly.” 14 Weeping with joy, he embraced Benjamin, and Benjamin did the same. 15 Then Joseph kissed each of his brothers and wept over them, and after that they began talking freely with him.

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes
Due to a severe famine in the land, Jacob’s sons must travel to Egypt to buy food. This is the second time they have done so, and on the first occasion they returned home only to find that the money they had paid for their food had been mysteriously returned to them. They are not sure why this happened, or how the strange man they have been dealing with, Pharaoh’s second-in-command, will react. 
On their second visit, the brothers try to return the money, so Joseph can see they have become more honest. But, even so, Joseph executes a second ruse to assure himself that his brothers have really changed their ways. A precious silver cup is placed into the sack of his youngest brother Benjamin, and Joseph sends officers after the brothers to arrest them and ‘find’ the ‘stolen’ cup. Fortunately, the brothers pass this test also; they are horrified and begin tearing their clothes in distress when the cup is found. 
When it comes to sentencing for the apparent crime, Judah offers to be imprisoned in Benjamin’s place, respecting that Benjamin is particularly precious to their father, Jacob. Now Joseph can be truly sure that his brothers have changed – instead of resenting Benjamin for being the favourite child of their father (as they did when Joseph was a young man) they see Jacob’s deep affection for Benjamin as a reason to protect their youngest brother. 
In this week’s episode from the story, Joseph is deeply moved by this display of the brothers’ love for Benjamin and for their father Jacob. Now, he can no longer bear to conceal his identity from his brothers. He weeps openly before them, and his brothers are so shocked at the revelation that they cannot even speak to reassure Joseph when he asks if his elderly father Jacob is still alive. The reconciliation is a heartfelt affair – a touching family scene where the brothers weep together and talk. There is a lot to forgive, on both sides, and the family has several lost years to catch up on! 
 Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
The Joseph story is about forgiveness, and the joyous emotional release that comes from forgiving someone. But forgiveness can be a nuanced business. When Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt in desperate search of food the first time, Joseph was forgiving enough to show them kindness and send them away with free sacks of grain. Even so, in this week’s reading we see that Joseph tested carefully and wisely to be sure that his brothers had changed before fully letting them back into his life. How might this discerning wisdom look in our own lives? 
 
Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· When was the last time you cried? 
· Which is easier: showing forgiveness or being forgiven? Why? 
· Can you pray for a situation where reconciliation or forgiveness is needed? 
 
 A prayer to end 
Let us continue to hold before God 
the things we care about deeply, 
asking for his Spirit’s wisdom and guidance 
as we act and respond 
with generosity and love 
Amen. 
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