Reflection on Matthew 28:16-20 Sent: With you always
Begin with an opening prayer
Risen Jesus, you are alive and you are here.
Speak to us again and equip us to do your will
and speak your Word
that we might continue the mission
you gave your first disciples.
Amen.
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
Matthew 28: 16-20
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 
Bible notes

The women who found the empty tomb and met Jesus had an important message: Go to Galilee! There you will see Jesus! Matthew’s account of Jesus’ final words to his disciples is set not in Jerusalem, where Luke locates it, but in marginalised Galilee, where the mission began.
The meeting is set on a mountaintop, linking Jesus’ final words to his disciples to his first block of teaching, the Sermon on the Mount. The story is constructed to suggest that their first view of Jesus was distant, so that worship was mixed with uncertainty. Full recognition came when Jesus got up close and spoke to them.
Jesus’ words speak of his authority in heaven and earth, recalling the gift of dominion, glory and kingship to the Son of Man from the Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:14). This claim to authentic power contrasts with the spurious offer of worldwide dominion from the devil (Matthew 4:8-9). Jesus’ victory over death gives him the right to God-given authority.
Jesus commissions his disciples as God commissions prophets, reflecting his divine authority. The core of the ‘Great Commission’ is the three commands: go, make disciples and remember. ‘Go’ and ‘remember’ balance each other. The disciples are to go to this vast world of which Jesus is Lord but, in doing so, they are to remember that their mission is rooted in Jesus’ presence.
The central command is positioned to give it special emphasis: make disciples! This is the phrase that everything else hangs on. How are they to make more disciples? They should forget any exclusive focus on one nation, they should baptize in the three-fold name of the Trinity as the rite of passage marking the moment when new Christians are reborn into faith and they should teach them, so that they come to understand their faith. Sending his disciples to face the world’s challenges, Jesus ends with profound reassurance: I am with you – always.

Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
We live in a time where much of the information available to us isn’t necessarily true. Learning to be critical thinkers and fact-checking our sources of information is a key skill. In today’s passage from Matthew, it can be easy to overlook the disciples’ doubt. It isn’t clear what they doubted – that Jesus was risen? Doubted that he would ask them to make disciples without him? However, whatever they were doubting, and whether all doubted or a few, the disciples went on to establish the Church across the Roman Empire. Doubt does not disqualify us from serving Jesus – you might even say it is expected. We don’t need to beat ourselves up for our doubts, just as long as we remember that we have been sent and are obedient in going to those whom Jesus is sending us.
 

Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What role does a caddy play in golf?
· When might we forget that Jesus is with us?
· Where do you sense Jesus sending you?


Prayer
Thank you, Lord, that you are with us always,
to the very end of the age.
You gave all your disciples authority to spread your word.
Thank you that we are your disciples also,
and you do the same for us.
May we praise you with our words and actions,
as we seek first your kingdom in our lives.
Thank you, Lord.
Amen.
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