Reflections on 2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11-12 – Celebrating God at work
Begin with an opening prayer
Together we will praise you,
our wonderful God.
Together we will rejoice
that you have brought us here.
Together we will affirm one another.
Together we will be your people,
drawn together by your love.
 
Read the passage
Consider different ways to read the text. For example, hearing it in more than one version of the Bible.
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,11-12
 1 Paul, Silas[a] and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
2 Grace and peace to you from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 We ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters,[b] and rightly so, because your faith is growing more and more, and the love all of you have for one another is increasing. 4 Therefore, among God’s churches we boast about your perseverance and faith in all the persecutions and trials you are enduring.
11 With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your every deed prompted by faith. 12 We pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.[c]
Explore and respond to the text
Start by reading the Bible notes below. You may want to read them more than once, or pause after each paragraph to reflect on what you have read.
 


Bible notes

The letter begins with a typical greeting (cf 1 Thessalonians 1:1). The apostle identifies his co-authors and partners in the gospel and locates his audience not simply in their home city but in the very life of God. ‘Grace’ and ‘peace’ are favourite Pauline terms – the first a summary of the loving generosity of God, and the second of God’s desire for harmony and reconciliation in creation. Both flow from the gospel that reveals ‘God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ’, mentioned twice in the opening verses. There is much to be thankful for in churches whose faith and love are flourishing in the face of (unspecified) opposition and suffering. Not only does Paul give thanks to God, he also shares his pride in the Thessalonians’ faithfulness with other churches (v.4). Their example is good reason for celebrating the love of God at work through the gospel (see 2:16).
Such a positive opening puts the letter’s audience in a good frame of mind, so that they can receive the challenges that are the main reason for writing. For now, Paul’s prayer reminds them of their high calling to maintain their loyalty to God in the face of all that would undermine it (vv.11-12). This is not something they do in their own strength: notice the prayer’s dependence on God’s power and grace, which more than match the Thessalonians’ resolve and faith. The consistent emphasis on Jesus as ‘Lord’ in this opening section is a consoling reminder of where ultimate power lies: not in Rome, with the imperial pretenders to divine lordship, but in the exalted Lord Jesus as God’s heavenly judge, whose coming will hold to account all who resist the work of God revealed in the gospel (see vv.5-10, omitted by the lectionary perhaps because their vindictive tone and detail are at odds with Paul’s customary statements of divine judgement).
 
 Reflection
Spend a few moments thinking about what stands out for you from the Bible reading. This idea may help.
How can we tell if God is at work in the world’s trouble spots? One way is by listening to the stories of people who live there. Sara, her husband and three children live in Hay el Gharbeh, an informal settlement in Beirut. Her family have been helped by Tahaddi (Arabic for ‘challenge’), a Lebanese organisation dedicated to fighting poverty. Their children are educated at the Tahaddi Education Centre and, through its health centre, Sara was diagnosed with cancer of the uterus and received financial help to pay for her treatment. This is what she says about God’s work in her community: ‘Without Tahaddi’s help and God’s grace, my children wouldn’t have an education, and I might have succumbed to cancer’.
 Questions for reflection
You may wish to use these questions and the picture to help you think about or discuss issues arising from this week’s Bible passage.
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Questions
· What things can you ‘boast about’ as a church community?
· Is it obvious to the wider community that God is ‘at work’? How?
· What else is God calling your church to do during this season?
 
A prayer to end 
Grace to you from God our Father.
Peace to you from our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Go with everything you have been given by God.
Go with everything he will help you to be.
Go in peace.
Amen.
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